Five of the Best

Our quick guide to where to go and what to do

Eating Out

The White Horse, Cilcain
The Craft Centre, Afonwen
Manorhaus, Ruthin

The Black Lion, Babell
The Hot Wok, Mold

agrwnE

Pubs

6. Pwll Gwyn, Afonwen

7. The Leyland Arms, Llanelidan
8. The Red Lion, Llanasa

9. Glasfryn, Mold

10. The Cross Foxes, Nannerch

Walks

11. Caerwys and Ysceifiog walk
12. Cilcain and Moel Famau walk
13. Moel Arthur and Penycloddiau
14. Gwaenysgor and Llanasa

15. Whitford

Outings

16. Ruthin Craft Centre

17. Llechwedd Slate Caverns
18. Trefriw Woollen Mill

19. Chester

20. Llandudno

For Children

21. Park Hall

22. Chester Zoo

23. Bodafon Farm Park
24. Anglesey Sea Zoo
25. Blue Planet Aquarium

Beaches
26. Talacre to Prestatyn & Rhyl
27. Newborough Warren

28. Rhos on Sea
29. Llandudno
30. Croshy for Gormley statues

Castles

31. Rhuddlan
32. Conwy
33. Beaumaris
34. Caernarfon
35. Denbigh

Railways

36. Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland
37. Snowdon Mountain

38. Great Orme Tramway

39. Llangollen

40. Talyllyn

Gardens

41. Bodnant

42. Plas Newydd

43. Bodelwyddan Castle
44. Loggerheads

45. Chirk Castle

Historic Buildings

46. Erddig

47. Pontcysylite Viaduct

48. Gladstone Library

49. Valle Crucis Abbey

50. Sir Henry Jones Museum

Sporting Activities

51. Horse Riding at Bridlewood
52. Fishing

53. Golf

54. Tree Top Adventure Snowdonia
55. Mountain Biking



1. The White Horse, Cilcain

Tel: 01352 740142 Postcode: CH7 5NN

Peter and Chris Jeory have run the White Horse since 1977 and take pride in providing a
fine hostelry with a traditional country pub atmosphere. Open fires greet visitors in the
winter months, there is a choice of real ales, and a regular bar menu is supplemented by a
specials board that changes each week.

The White Horse has a plaque commemorating its appearance in the film Hilary and Jackie,
the story of the late cellist Jacqueline du Pré, who holidayed near Cilcain.

How to get there (7 miles and 10 minutes from Gweno  Idy):

Turn right towards Mold at the bottom of the hill. After 4 miles take the right turn signposted
to Cilcain. The road ends in the village at a T junction, where you turn right to find the pub
immediately on your right.



2. The Craft Centre, Afonwen

www.afonwen.co.uk  Tel: 01352 720965 Postcod e: CH7 5UB
www.edenshine.co.uk Tel: 01352 720797 (restau rant)

This business combines an antique centre, a crafts and gift shop, and a restaurant.

The centre offers the chance to view various arts and crafts of Welsh culture, including
jewellery, antiques, silk flowers, traditional pine furniture, and much more. There is a wide

selection of outdoor clothing and accessories such as purses, wallets and bags.

The licensed restaurant offers everything from morning coffee and afternoon tea to a multi-
course lunch menu. Itis not open in the evening.

How to get there (0.5 miles and 5 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go down to the bottom of the hill and turn very sharp right before the A541.



3. Manorhaus Restaurant
www.manorhaus.com Tel: 01824 707333 Postco de: LL15 1AH

Manorhaus is one of our favourite places to eat on a special occasion. It is a boutique-style
townhouse restaurant and gallery with rooms in a Georgian Grade Il listed building in the
centre of Ruthin.

The restaurant offer freshly prepared, high quality food, bringing together contemporary
tastes and the finest local ingredients.

It is usually necessary to make a reservation.

How to get there (15 miles and half an hour from Gw  enoldy):

A lovely early evening drive as the sun sets: go down the hill to the craft centre and turn left
on the A541 towards Denbigh. Just after the village of Bodfari turn left on the B5429 to take
the road along the west side of the Clwydian Hills to Ruthin (follow local signposts). Park in
the centre of Ruthin. Manorhaus is on Well Street (LL15 1AH).



4. The Black Lion, Babell

Tel: 01352 720239 Postcode: CH8 8PZ

The Black Lion is a fine example of a local pub which takes the serving of food just as
seriously as the serving of good beers and wines. It is quite close, but gives the sense of
an outing and, being set high in the countryside which surrounds us, offers exceptional
views. Best to make a reservation at busy times.

How to get there (3 miles and 10 minutes from Gweno  Idy):

Go down the hill, turn left then quickly sharp right (signposted Babell). Follow the road up
the hill to a T junction where you turn right. Follow the road round a left hand bend towards

Babell and the Black Lion is on your right.



5. Hot Wok, Mold
Tel: 01352 755575 Postcode: CH7 1LA

If oriental food takes your fancy, we can recommend the Hot Wok in Mold. We have
enjoyed not only items from their a la carte menu but also their fixed banquet meals. We
used to live near the Curry Mile in Rusholme, Manchester, and missed spicy food when we
first moved here in 2005. Then we found the Hot Wok.
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How to get there (9 miles and 20 minutes from Gweno  Idy):

Turn right at the bottom of the hill, drive to Mold, turn right at the first big roundabout and
park in the car park alongside the Hot Wok in King Street.



6. Pwll Gwyn, Afonwen
www.pwll-gwyn.co.uk  Tel: 01352 720227 Postc ode: CH7 5UB

Traditional, and cosy, the Pwll Gwyn is the nearest pub to Gwenoldy. It offers good home
cooking and a wide variety of real ales. The staff aim to provide a warm welcome and
excellent service; great seasonal, locally sourced food; and a family-friendly environment
providing facilities to entertain children and ensure parents can relax.

How to get there (0.5 mile and 5 minutes from Gweno  |dy):

Go down the hill, turn left, and the PG is 300 yards on the right.



7. The Leyland Arms, Llanelidan

www.leylandarms.co.uk  Tel: 01824 750822 Pos tcode: LL15 2PT

This is a great country pub in an exquisitely beautiful village. It is run by a man with years
of experience in the catering business for the benefit of the local community and visitors,
and the drinks and food on offer have impressed us on every visit. We think it's well worth
a drive out, not least because the scenery on the way is beautiful, too.

How to get there (20 miles and 35 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Turn left at the bottom of the hill to Denbigh, then the A543 and A525. From Ruthin take
the A494, then local signs to Llanelidan.



8. The Red Lion, Llanasa

Tel: 01745 854291 Postcode: CH8 9NE

This is a small country pub serving good food and drink in a picture-postcard village.

How to get there (8 miles and 15 minutes from Gweno  Idy):

Go straight across the A55 at junction 31 north of Caerwys and take the left turn at the
roundabout towards Prestatyn (A5151). Follow local signs to the right to Llanasa.



9. Glasfryn, Mold
www.glasfryn-mold.co.uk  Tel: 01352 750500 P ostcode: CH7 6LR

This is a usually busy pub that draws from far and wide. You'll find an interesting mix of
locals — farmers, local businessmen, young couples, retired people, regulars, market goers:
there’s always an interesting buzz about the place, and locals and visitors alike seem to rub
along very happily.

It's also the local for Theatr Clwyd — see their excellent programme of plays and films at
www.clwyd-theatr-cymru.co.uk  or ring the Box Office on 0845 330 3565.

There is a wide-ranging food menu as well as a variety of beers and wines.

How to get there (11 miles and 20 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Turn right at the bottom of the hill and take the A541 to Mold. Follow signs for Queensferry,
then, after half a mile, left to County Hall. The Glasfryn is on the left.



10. The Cross Foxes, Nannerch

Tel: 01352 741293 Postcode: CH7 9RD

Situated in an attractive small village, The Cross Foxes is an interesting 18" century pub.
Check days and times if you are interested in eating there.

How to get there (3.5 miles and 10 minutes from Gwe  noldy):

Turn right at the bottom of the hill and take the A541 towards Mold. Follow local signs on
the right to Nannerch.



11 (a). Caerwys and Ysceifiog walk

To reach the start of this walk, go down our hill a

)

nd up the hill to Caerwys.

Caerwys -
Ysceifiog

Q stile/ amfa
@ gate/ giat
m toilet! toiled
* viewpoint/ safbwynt
[ _l pub/ tafarn

parking/ maes parcio
== right of way/ haw! tramwyo
i route/ y llwybr

The Walk

1. From square in Caerwys, turn down Water
Street, passing Royal Oak on L. At staggered
crossroads continue ahead, signed Trout Farm.
Go into fishery, passing buildings on L.
Continue over stile ahead, then turn L onto
footpath, signed Babell. Climb steep steps.

2. At woodland edge, cross stile ahead. Walk
across field to small stile in middle of opposite
fence. Continue in same direction across two
more fields to road, then turn R and
immediately L onto track. Beyond cottage,
turn R where path forks. Continue for 800m,
passing cottage on L where track widens
(ignore path on L here). Where track bears R,
take footpath L. Cross hidden stile into field,
then walk across field to stile in opposite
hedge. Continue along RHS of next field,
bearing L thro' scrub at far end to cross metal
stile in hedge. Walk diagonally L onto path
and follow to road. Turn R along road, R again
at crossroads, signed Ysceifiog and Afonwen,
then continue along road to T junction.

3. Cross road and walk thro' car park of Black

Lion Inn. Go thro' gate at far end of car park.
Continue ahead across fields following RH
field edge, passing a large farm on R.
Continue in same direction, crossing old stile,
until reach small cottage. Go thro' gate and
follow cottage drive to road.

4. Turn L, then 10m later turn R uphill and L at
next road junction. Turn R onto track opposite
"Fairholme”. Continue ahead where cottage
drive bears R. Cross stile and walk across next
field following R fenceline. Cross next stile into
woodland. Follow narrow woodland path to R
for 600m, descending to path junction. Take R
fork, signed Caerwys.

To detour to Ysceifiog, turn L and follow path
down to lakes. Cross footbridge and walk up
steep hillside. Cross stile at top and walk on
narrow path between houses. Cross next stile
and turn L to explore village, before retracing
your steps to Caerwys sign.

After 15m cross stile and cross field to far R

corner. Cross next stile and follow path along
R hedgerow towards farm. Go thro' gate and
walk past farmhouse on drive. Go thra' gate,



11 (b). Caerwys and Ysceifiog walk

Caerwys -

Ysgeifiog

turn R and cross stile on L. Walk diagonally
R across field to stile. Cross next field and
stile and continue to road.

5. Turn R along road. After 200m turn L
over stile beside Marian Cocaldiad. Walk
ahead across field and cross another stile by
gate. Half way along next field, cross stile on
L. Turn R then walk diagonally L across large
field. At bottom of hill go thro' hidden gate
and follow path down RHS of field beside
woodland. Cross stile into woodland and
follow path with trout pools on L. Turn L
over stile and walk thro' fishery to retrace
your steps back to Caerwys Square.

Y Daith Gerdded

1. O'r sgwar yng Nghaerwys, trowch i lawr
Ffordd y Dwir, gan fynd heibio tafarn y Royal
Qak ar y LICh. Wrth y groesffordd LICh.
Ymlaen dros y gamfa o'ch blaen, troi i'r Chi'r
liwybr (arwydd Babell). Dringo'r grisiau serth.

2. Ar ymyl y goedlan, croesi'r gamfa sydd o'ch
blaen. Cerdded ar draws y cae i gamfa fechan
sydd yng nghanol y ffens gyferbyn. Ymlaen i'r
un cyfeiriad dros ddau gae arall ac i'r ffordd,
yna troi i'r Dd ac i'r Ch yn union wedyn i lwybr
llydan. Y tu hwnt i'r bwthyn, troi i'r Dd ble
mae'r llwybr yn fforchio. Ymlaen am tua
800m, gan fynd heibio'r bwthyn sy ar y LICh
ble mae'r llwybr yn lledu (anwybyddu'r llwybr
ary LICh yma). Pan fydd y llwybr yn gwyro i'r
Dd, cymryd y liwybr i'r Ch. Croesi camfa gudd
i'r cae, yna cerdded yn groesgornel i'r Dd ar
draws y cae ac i gamfa sydd yn y gornel dde
bellaf. Ymlaen ar hyd LIDd y cae nesaf, gwyro
i'r Ch drwy'r llwyni yn y pen draw a chroesi
camfa fetel yn y gwrych. Cerdded yn
groesgornel Ch i'r liwybr a'i ddilyn i'r ffordd.
Troi i'r Dd ar hyd y ffordd, i'r Dd eto ar y
groesffordd (arwydd Ysgeifiog ac Afonwen),
yna ymlaen ar hyd y ffordd i'r gyffordd T.

3. Croesi'r ffordd a cherdded drwy faes
parcio'r Black Lion. Ymlaen drwy'r giat sydd ar
ben pellaf y maes parcio. Syth ymlaen dros y
caeau gan ddilyn LI Dd ymyl y cae, heibio
fferm fawr ar y LIDd. Ymlaen i'r un cyfeiriad,
croesi hen gamfa, nes dod at fwthyn. Ewch
drwy'r giat a dilyn dreif a bwthyn i'r ffordd.

4. Troi i'r Ch, yna ymhen 10m troii'r Dd i
fyny'r bryn ac i'r Ch ar y gyffordd nesaf yn y
ffordd. Troi i'r Dd ar y llwybr llydan sydd
gyferbyn a "Fairholme". Ymlaen eto ble mae
dreif y bwthyn yn gwyro i'r Dd. Croesi'r gamfa
a cherdded ar draws y cae nesaf gan ddilyn y
ffens LIDd. Croesi'r gamfa nesaf i'r coed. Dilyn
llwybr cul yn y coed i'r Dd am tua 600m, gan
ddisgyn i'r gyffordd yn y llwybr. Cymryd y

Marsh marigolds
Melyn y gors

fforch Dd, arwydd Caerwys

I fynd i Ysgeifiog, troi i'r Ch a dilyn y llwybr

i lawr i'r llynnoedd. Croesi'r bont a cherdded
i fyny'r bryn serth. Croesi'r gamfa ar ben y
bryn a cherdded ar hyd y Ilwybr cul rhwng

y tai. Croesi'r gamfa nesaf a throi i'r Ch i
weld y pentref cyn mynd yn 6l yr un ffordd

i arwydd Caerwys.

Ar 6l 15m, croesi'r gamfa a chroesi'r cae i'r
gornel dde bellaf. Croesi'r gamfa nesaf a dilyn
y llwybr wrth ymyl LIDd y gwrych tua'r fferm.
Mynd drwy'r giat a cherdded heibio ffermdy
si'r dreif. Ewch drwy'r giat, troi i'r Dd a chroesi
camfa ar y LICh. Cerddwch yn groesgornel Dd
dros y cae nesaf ac at gamfa. Croesi'r cae
nesaf a'r gamfa ac ymlaen i'r ffordd.

5. Troi i'r Dde ar hyd y ffordd. Ar 61 200m troi
i'r Ch dros y gamfa yn ymyl Marian Cocaldiad.
Cerdded yn syth ymlaen ar draws y cae a
chroesi camfa arall wrth y giat. Hanner ffordd
ar draws y cae nesaf, croesi'r gamfa ar y LICh.
Troi i'r Dd ac yna cerdded yn groesgornel Ch
ar draws cae mawr. Ar waelod y cae, ewch
drwy'r gidt gudd a dilyn y llwybr i lawr LIDd'r
cae yn ymyl y goedlan. Croesi'r gamfa i'r coed
adilyn y liwybr gan gadw'r Llynnoedd Brithyll
ar eich LICh. Troi i'r Ch dros y gamfa a
cherdded drwy'r bysgodfa gan ddilyn eich
camau'n ol i Sgwar Caenwys.

Moorhens nest on Ysceifiog Lakes
Bydd yr iar ddwr yn nythu ar lynnoedd Ysgeifiog



12 (a). Cilcain and Moel Famau walk

To reach the start of this walk, drive down the hil
Mold. After 4 miles, turn right as signposted to t

)
Moel Arthur -
Cilcain

Clwydian Range
Bryniau Clwyd

Moel Famau
Country Park -
Parc Gwledig

The Walk

1. From car park (with Moel Arthur behind)
turn L along road. After 250m take track

on R, crossing stile by gate, with forest on L.
Continue along this track, skirting base of hill
and through another gate. Pass byway signed
on L but continue ahead along track.

Continue as path becomes a metalled lane.
At crossroads continue ahead along lane,
gradually descending hill into village.

At T junction turn R opposite Hafod y Foel.
Take first R before church and continue down
lane to pumping station.

2. Turn R along bridleway (BW) by pumping
station. After 325m turn L up another BW,
passing Cae Newydd cottage on R. Turn R
along another BW between fields. Through
gate & stile, passing reservoir on L.

Continue ahead through kissing gate (KG),
following natural path. Cross small stream
and continue ahead uphill. Then follow steep
zig-zagging path to path crossroads.

If you wish to visit Moel Famau summit, at path
crossroads continue ahead with conifers on L.

Jubilee Tower L]
Twer Jiwbili
!

| and turn right on the A541 towards
he village of Cilcain.

O stile/ camfa
@ gatel giat
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At summit turn R along ODP for approx 1 km
to meet main route where it joins ODP from R.

3. Turn R at crossroads along BW that skirts
around summit. At path fork bear R and
continue to stile.

4. Over stile and turn R joining Offa's Dyke
Path (clearly waymarked with acorn symbol).
Follow CDP along ridge for approx 3 km,
continuing ahead where path to Llangynhafal
and Cilcain crosses your route. When Moel
Arthur is directly ahead, follow ODP down
steep steps and cross stile onto road.

Y Daith Gerdded

1. O'r maes parcio (gyda Moel Arthur y tu &l
ichi) troi i'r Ch ac ar hyd y ffordd. Ar 61 250m
cymerwch y llwybr llydan sy ary LIDd a
chroesi'r gamfa wrth y giat, bydd y goedwig
ar eich LICh. Ymlaen ar hyd y ffordd hon, o
gwmpas godre'r bryn a drwy giat arall.
Anwybyddu'r arwydd 'Cilffordd' sydd ar y
LICh gan barhau ar hyd y liwybr llydan. Dal
ymlaen wrth i'r ffordd droi'n ffordd fetal. Syth
ymlaen ar y groesffordd ac ar hyd y I6n fach
gan ddisgyn yn raddol i'r pentref.



Wrth y gyffordd T, troi i'r Dde gyferbyn a Hafod
y Foel. Cymryd y drofa gyntaf ar y Dde cyn
cyrraedd yr eglwys, cerdded ymlaen i lawr y
ffordd i'r orsaf bwmpio.

2. Troi i'r Dde ar hyd y Liwybr Ceffylau (LLC) yn
ymyl yr orsaf bwmpio. Ar 81 325m, troi i'r Chi
fyny'r Liwybr Ceffylau arall, gan fynd heibio
Cae Newydd sy ar eich LIDd. Troi i'r Dde ar hyd
Liwybr Ceffylau arall sy rhwng y caeau. Drwy'r
giat/camfa, gan fynd heibio'r gronfa ddw’r
aryLICh.

Ymilaen drwy'r giat fochyn (GM),gan ddilyn lwybr
naturiol. Croesi nant fechan a dringo'r bryn sydd
o'ch blaen. Dilyn llwybr sy'n igam-ogamu'n serth
nes dod at groesffordd y lwybrau.

Os dymunwech fynd | gopa Moel Famau yna, wrth
y groesffordd, ewch yn syth ymiaen gan gadw'r
coed coniffer ar eich LICh. Ar y copa, troi i'r Dde
ar hyd Liwybr Clawdd Offa (LLCO) am tua 1 km er
mwyn cyfarfod &' brif daith gerdded lle mae'n
cyfarfod & LLCO sy'n dod o'r ochr dde.

3. Troi i'r Dde ac ar hyd Liwybr Ceffylau sy'n
amgylchu'r copa. Wrth y fforch yn y lwybr,
gwyro i'r Dde ac ymlaen i'r gamfa.

4. Dros y gamfa a throi i'r Dde gan ymuno &
LLCO (arwydd y fesen). Dilyn LLCO ar hyd y
gefnen am tua 3 km, dal syth ymlaen lle mae'r
lwybr rhwng
Llangynhafal a
Chilcain yn
croesi'ch lwybr
chi. Pan fydd
Moel Arthur yn
syth o'ch
blaen, mynd i
lawr grisiau
serth ar wybr
Clawdd Offa a
chroesi'r gamfa
i'r ffordd.

Black grouse
Grugiar ddu

Snowdonia skyline from the Clwydian Range
Eryri ar y gorwel o Fryniau Clwyd.

12 (b). Cilcain and Moel Famau walk

AHNE Bryni

Cwyd
Clwydian Range AONB

Moel Arthur
- Cilcain

Wheatear

Tinwen
v garn

Moorland
wildlife

Heather and

bilberry thrive
on the poor
upland soils.

Rabbits,
mice and
voles

live in
the rough grass, providing food for birds
of prey. Look for buzzards soaring high,
smaller hovering kestrels and fast flying
merlins. In summer there's a constant
twitter of birdsong as small birds flit
amongst the heather — mostly pipits and
wheatears but occasional skylarks. Listen
too for stonechats - a sound like two
pebbles being tapped together. The
nationally rare Black grouse breeds on the
moorland. The heather is cut and burned
to ensure there are young shoots for the
grouse to feed and older woody heather
for shelter.

Bywyd Gwyllt y Rhostir

Mae'r grug a'r llus yn ffynnu ar bridd
gwael y mynydd. Mae'r cwningod, y llygod
a'r llygod y dwr sy'n byw yn y glaswellt
garw, yn fwyd i'r adar ysglyfaethus.
Edrychwch am y bwncathod yn hedfan yn
uchel yn yr awyr, y cudyll coch llai yn
hofran a'r cudyll bach cyflym. Yn yr haf
clywir trydar yr adar wrth iddynt wibio
ymysg y grug — corhedydd y waun a
thinwen y garn ran fwyaf, ond yr ehedydd
yntau weithiau. Gwrandewch am lais
clegar y cerrig, sy'n swnio fel dwy garreg
yn taro yn erbyn ei gilydd. Mae'r rugiar
ddu, sy'n brin ym Mhrydain, yn magu

ar y rhostiroedd hyn. Caiff y grug ei dorri
a'i losgi er mwyn sicrhau fod yma egin
ifanc yn fwyd iddi, a hen rug caled iddi
lochesu ynddo.

Cilcain



13 (a). Moel Arthur and Penycloddiau

To reach the Moel Arthur car park, take the A541 to
before the signposted turn to Cilcain.

ward Mold and turn right on a minor road just

Alternatively, as point 6 on this walk is at the to tarmac

road, then the rough track to the car park) you may

p of ‘our” hill (follow first the remainder of the
wish to do this walk from the cottage.

23

Moel Arthur

-Penycloddiau

The Walk

1. From Moel Arthur car park (with cattle grid
on R) turn L along lane for 275m. Near start of
small woad on R, turn L through gate and head
up track. After 200m cross stile/gate marked
“Penbedw". After short climb track levels then
descends. Continue for about 1km to gate/stile.
Go diagonally L across field towards LH edge of
pine plantation. Continue along plantation
edge to gate. Continue on track towards
another gate beside derelict cottage.

2. Turn L before gate and go up slope for
50m then turn diagonally L across large field,
heading to gate in far LH corner. Thro' gate &
follow RH fenceline to cross another stile by 2
gates, Walk ahead across next field to cross
another gate/stile. Follow RH field boundary
then turn R at marker post crossing stile &
heading down steep slope. Go thro' gate
between buildings, cross stile and turn R down
drive. Go thro' gate and continue to road.

3. Cross road and go thro' gate by finger post
into field opposite. Continue along LHS of field
crossing small stream to visible stile. Cross stile
and 2nd stream. Walk up slope to stile, initially

O stile/ camfa
© gatel giat
(3 kissing gate/ gidt mochyn

] * viewpoint/ safbwynt

J pub/ tafarn

B2 parking/ maes parcio

== right of way/ haw! tramwyo
= route/ y llwybr

T
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hidden from view. Cross stile & continue uphill
for 20m then go thro' gate on L (ignore nearby
stile). Turn R and follow RH fence uphill to stile.
Cross stile & continue along RH fence, ignoring
gate on R before house. Cross stile at far end
of field and continue ahead, past stile, down
sunken lane to disused wooden shack. Go
around back of shack to cross stile then down
steep slope to stream. Cross footbridge and
stile at end then follow RH fence to stile & gate
(fence no longer exists here). Continue ahead
up slope, crossing grassy path with gate on L.
Continue over stile ahead. Walk up slope,
keeping to LH fenceline, passing gate on LHS.
Continue along fenceline heading towards stile
with large yellow disc, below stone ruin.

4. Cross stile and follow path with old stone
wall on R (can be muddy). Pass ruin on RHS
and continue along path keeping old wall on
RHS. Cross stile and continue ahead, still
following wall. After next gate/ stile follow
obvious track diagonally R towards TV mast.
Go thro' further gate and follow RH field
boundary to gate onto track. Turn L along
track. Pass farm on R.



13 (b). Moel Arthur and Penycloddiau



14 (a). Gwaenysgor and Llanasa

To reach the start of this walk, go straight across junction 31 of the A55 and turn left
at the next roundabout towards Prestatyn. Follow | ocal signs to the right to reach
the village of Gwaenysgor.



14 (b). Gwaenysgor and Llanasa



15 (a). Whitford

To reach the start of the walk, drive through Caerw  ys and cross junction 31 of the
A55. At the next roundabout, go straight ahead and quickly turn right to Whitford.



15 (b). Whitford



16. Ruthin Craft Centre

www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk  Tel: 01824 704774 Postcode: LL15 1BB

The award-winning craft centre is a dynamic zinc and cast-stone building with undulating
roofs to echo the surrounding Clwydian hills.

It has three galleries, six artist studios, a retail gallery, education and residency workshops,
a tourist information gateway and a café with courtyard terrace.

How to get there (15 miles and half an hour from Gw  enoldy):

Go down the hill to the Afonwen craft centre and turn left on the A541 towards Denbigh.
Just after the village of Bodfari turn left on the B5429 to take the road along the west side of
the Clwydian Hills to Ruthin (follow local signposts). The Craft Centre is opposite Tesco
near the roundabout at the east end of the town.



17. Llechwedd Slate Caverns

www.llechwedd-slate-caverns.co.uk Tel: 01766 83 0306 Postcode: LL41 3NB

Llechwedd Slate Caverns of Blaenau Ffestiniog is part of a living, working slate mine that
has been active since 1836.

There are 2 spectacular underground tours to explore the underground world of the
Victorian Slate Miner. You go deep inside the Welsh mountains, but the temperature in the
mine is about 54F throughout the year, making the caverns ideal for your family day out
come rain or shine.

How to get there (40 miles and an hour from Gwenold  vy):

Go down the hill to the Afonwen craft centre and turn left on the A541 towards Denbigh.
Take the A543 across the Denbigh Moors, join the A5 towards Betws-y-Coed, then turn left
onto the A470 to Blaenau Ffestiniog.



18. Trefriw Woollen Mill

www.t-w-m.co.uk  Tel: 01492 640462 Postcode: LL27 ONQ

Trefriw Woollen Mills is a manufacturer of traditional Welsh bedspreads/blankets, tweeds
and travelling rugs. Welsh tapestry is made into cushions, dinner sets, shoulder bags and
purses. Tweed is tailored into hats, caps, jackets, capes, ruanas and skirts. Visitors can
see the weaving and hydro-electric turbines which generate the mill’s electricity (Mon - Fri
all year). Additional machinery can be viewed in the summer. Products manufactured at
the mills are available in the shop, together with pure wool knitwear, accessories and
sheepskin products.

How to get there (40 miles and an hour from Gwenold  y):

Go through Caerwys to the A55 and turn left towards Conwy. Near Llandudno turn left on
the A470 to LLanrwst. Turn right on B5106 to Trefriw.



19. Chester

www.visitchester.com  Tel for information: 01244 400007

Unless you just want to benefit from Chester’s excellent shopping opportunities, it is worth
planning your visit in some detail. There are many things designed for visitors, with general
walking tours and some with a Roman emphasis on offer. It has a cathedral, the
marvellous Grosvenor Museum, and many public buildings to see. It has a city centre
horseracing course and a river, the Dee, which flows through the city offering boat cruises.
There are many excellent pubs and restaurants.

How to get there (26 miles and 35 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Drive through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and travel east. There are many ways into
Chester, four of which offer a park-and-ride facility to compensate for the fact that parking in
the city is expensive and can be difficult. We usually follow the A55 left when the road
ahead becomes the A494 and then take the A483 towards Chester. There is a park and
ride at CH4 9DE on the A494 with buses every 10 minutes (peak) and 15 minutes (off-
peak).



20. Llandudno
www.llandudno.com  Tel for tourist information: 01492 577577

Llandudno is Wales's largest resort, uniquely situated between the Great and Little Ormes with two
wonderful beaches, the award winning North Shore and the quiet, sand duned West Shore.
Llandudno has kept its Victorian and Edwardian elegance and splendour, despite its modern
attractions.

During the Victorian era, roads on the Great Orme were still fairly primitive and the steep slopes
prevented all but the most sure footed from reaching the summit. Llandudno was fast becoming a
very popular tourist resort, so it wasn't long before local businessmen latched on to the idea of a
cable tramway. A little over 15 months after construction work started at the bottom of the Orme,
the line was declared safe by the Board of Trade. On 31st July 1902 the first car moved off from
Victoria Station, to the sound of the town band playing "God save the King".

Suddenly, Llandudno's Mountain did not seem quite so big and inhospitable as it once had. Now
people of all ages and physical abilities could enjoy the rugged scenery, fascinating wildlife, and
spectacular views. The Great Orme had gone public! Another unusual way of reaching the top was
added in 1969. A Cabin Lift, which runs from the ornamental gardens known as Happy Valley, is the
longest in Great Britain. The leisurely ride gives passengers a unique opportunity of enjoying
breathtaking aerial views without actually flying!

How to get there (29 miles and 40 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and drive west towards Conwy. Take the
A470 into Llandudno.



21. Park Hall

www.parkhallfarm.co.uk  Tel: 01691 671123 Postcode: SY11 4AS

Park Hall near Oswestry in Shropshire is one of the region’s most exciting all-weather
family visitor attractions, and judged by many of our visitors to be well worth the drive from
Gwenoldy. With regular hands-on animal activities, two massive indoor playbarns and lots
of outdoor play and driving activities, there is never a dull moment for the children. Ata
more sedate pace, there are museums, exhibitions and beautiful surrounding countryside.

How to get there (34 miles and an hour from Gwenold  y):

Turn right at the bottom of the hill and take the A541 through Mold and towards Wrexham.
Take the A483 and the A5 towards Oswestry and Shrewsbury. Just before Oswestry,
follow local signs to Park Hall.



22. Chester Zoo

www.chesterzoo.org Tel: 01244 380280 Postco de: CH2 1LH

Every visit to Chester Zoo is a unique and exciting experience. Arguably the UK’s number
one Zoo, close to the historic city of Chester, it is set in 110 acres of award-winning
gardens. In this spectacular setting are over 7000 animals — more than 400 species of rare,
exotic and endangered wildlife. The zoo provides excellent welfare for the animals and an
engaging experience for its 1.4 million annual visitors.

Chester Zoo’s gardens are deservedly famous and provide a glorious backdrop to the
animals. With plants from around the world, the gardens reflect the natural habitats of some
of the most exotic species.

Play areas are spread around the Zoo to give children the chance to burn off some of their
energy.

How to get there (27 miles and 35 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

For satnav the postcode for the zoo is CH2 1EU. Go to junction 31 on the A55 and turn
east towards Chester. Follow the A55 until it becomes the A494. Just before the start of
the M56, take the sliproad left onto the A5117, then turn right onto the A41 and follow local
signs to the zoo.



23. Bodafon Farm Park

www.bodafonfarmpark.co.uk Tel: 01492 549060 P ostcode: LL30 3BB

For children, Bodafon Farm Park offers fun days out which are both informal and
educational with tractor rides and an adventure playground in a safe environment.

For adults, Bodafon Farm Park offers a place to let your kids run wild while you relax with a
nice cup of tea or coffee and put your feet up in our scenic surroundings. You can take a
walk around our birds of prey area or browse our art gallery and arts and crafts shop.

How to get there (29 miles and 40 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and travel west towards Conwy. After 20
miles take the A470 towards Llandudno and follow local signs to Penrhyn-side and the farm

park.



24. Anglesey Sea Zoo

www.angleseyseazoo.co.uk Tel: 01248 430411 Postcode: LL61 6TQ

This is the largest aquarium in Wales, with over 150 native species on show.

With daily talks and feeds throughout the school holidays, and some days even a diver
under water, there’s always something interesting going on.

How to get there (50 miles and an hour and 5 minute s from Gwenoldy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55. Drive west past Conwy and Anglesey and
cross the Menai Straits. Take the A5 briefly, then the A4080 and follow local signs.



25. Blue Planet Aquarium

www.blueplanetaquarium.com  Tel: 0151 357 8804 Postcode: CH65 9LF

At the heart of the aquarium is the Aquatunnel, one of the longest underwater tunnels in the
world at 70 metres. A moving walkway takes you on a spectacular underwater safari.
Everywhere you look you'll find amazing tropical fish and awesome sharks staring back at

you.

The otter enclosure is one of the largest in the UK and is home to our Asian Short Clawed
and Canadian otters.

How to get there (26 miles and 35 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Drive through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and turn east towards Chester. Via the
A494 take the A5117 before the M56 and follow local signs to Ellesmere Port and Blue
Planet.



26. Talacre beach

Postcode: CH8 9RD

Talacre is well known for its sand dunes and long, flat beach stretching westwards to
Prestatyn and Rhyl. It has a disused lighthouse and, in the dunes, a Site of Special
Scientific interest where natterjack toads live and breed. Drive past the parade of shops
and onto the beach approach for free parking.

How to get there (11 miles and 20 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go straight across the A55 at junction 31 north of Caerwys and take the left turn at the
roundabout towards Prestatyn (A5151). Follow local signs to the right to Llanasa, then to
Gwespyr and Talacre.



27. Newborough Warren and Llanddwyn Island Nationa | Nature Reserve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newborough_Warren Postcode: LL61 6RS

Newborough Warren is a wild place with huge open beaches, sand dunes and pine woods.
You will have fabulous views across to Snowdonia and may see ravens flying over the sea.
It is a wonderful place for a walk in all seasons and a good bathing beach in the summer. If
you wish, you may extend your walk to take in parts of the pine forest.

There is a charge for parking cars.

How to get there (55 miles and an hour and a quarte  r from Gwenoldy):

Travel west along the A55 in the direction of Conwy. Follow signs to Bangor, then
Anglesey and cross the bridge over the Menai Straits. Take the A4080 to the south-west

corner of the island.



28. Rhos on Sea beach

Postcode: LL28 4

There are several aspects to Rhos-on-Sea beach. The stretch of beach that sits between
the village shops and the harbour is probably the most popular section in the summer
months. Access to the sand and shingle beach is via steps from the promenade or a ramp
at the Rhos Point end of the beach. The stone breakwater that forms the harbour wall
creates a pleasant sheltered area popular for bathing and paddling. But if lazing on the
beach is not your thing then head a few hundred yards to the west around Rhos Point to the
mussel beds for a wide variety of seabirds including oyster-catchers, dunlins, cormorants
and many more. Walk a few hundred yards in the other direction towards Colwyn Bay and
there are wide expanses of sand and plenty to explore as the tide recedes.

How to get there (24 miles and 35 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

From junction 31 of the A55 travel west in the direction of Conwy. Follow local signs to
Colwyn Bay and Rhos on Sea.



29. Llandudno

www.llandudno.com

Llandudno is a Victorian seaside resort on a curve of bay sheltered by the Great Orme to
the west and the Little Orme to the east. Beautiful Victorian buildings look out over a wide
promenade and sandy beaches.

The Pier is one of Llandudno's greatest attractions. It is the longest pier in Wales and full of
attractions and amusements for children. This really is the traditional seaside beach with
donkey rides and a Punch and Judy show which has been presented by the same family
since 1860.

How to get there (30 miles and 45 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Travel west along the A55 in the direction of Conwy. Follow signs to Llandudno.



30. Crosby Beach and Another Place

www.sefton.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=6216 Postco de:L238

Another Place consists of 100 cast-iron, life-size figures created by the sculptor Antony
Gormley, spread out along three kilometers of the foreshore, stretching almost one
kilometre out to sea. Contractors spent three weeks lifting the figures into place and driving
them into the beach on the-metre-high foundation piles.

The Another Place figures - each one weighing 650 kilos - are made from casts of the
artist's own body and are shown at different stages of rising out of the sand, all of them
looking out to sea, staring at the horizon in silent expectation. The work is seen as a poetic
response to the individual and universal sentiments associated with emigration - sadness at
leaving, but the hope of a new future in another place.

How to get there (50 miles and an hour and 20 minut  es from Gwenoldy):

Drive through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and turn east towards Chester. Via the
A494 and the A550, join the M53 towards Liverpool, going through the Mersey Tunnel.
Take the A5036 along the coast and follow local signs to Crosby and Another Place.



31. Rhuddlan Castle

www.rhyl.com/rhuddlan.html  Tel: 01745 590777 Postcode: LL18 5AD

Rhuddlan may not be as well known as some other north Wales castles, yet it has much in
common with its illustrious neighbours.

Like Caernarfon and Conwy, it was built as one of the 'iron ring' of fortresses by the English
monarch, Edward I, in his late 13th century campaigns against the Welsh.

Rhuddlan's massive twin-towered Gatehouse (heralding the inner core of a characteristic
concentric 'walls within walls' system of defences) immediately catches the eye.

But possibly the most impressive engineering achievement of the castle builders can be
seen alongside the fortress. Although not immediately apparent to today's visitors,
Rhuddlan (almost 3 miles from the coast) was a castle that remained faithful to the
Edwardian principle of seaborne access.

The clue lies in the unnaturally straight course of the River Clwyd alongside, which was
canalised to allow provision of the castle by ship, a truly mammoth task involving 1,800
ditchers. Remains of a defended river gate still exist in the outer ring of walls, overlooked by
the towers of the powerful diamond-shaped inner ward.

Open from the end of March to the end of October.

How to get there (14 miles and 20 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Travel west along the A55 in the direction of Conwy. Take the A525 towards Rhyl and
follow local signs to Rhuddlan.



32. Conwy Castle
www.conwy.com  Tel: 01492 592358 Postcode: LL 32 8LD

Words cannot do justice to Conwy Castle. The best, simple description is found in the
guidebook published by CADW, the Welsh Historic Trust, which states: "Conwy is by any
standards one of the great fortresses of medieval Europe.” Conwy along with Harlech is
probably the most impressive of all the Welsh castles. Both were designed by Edward I's
master castle builder, James of St. George, and while Harlech has a more storied past,
Conwy's eight massive towers and high curtain wall are more impressive than those at
Harlech.

Unlike Harlech however, Conwy Castle and town are surrounded by a well-preserved wall
lending an additional sense of strength to the site. A similar town wall exists at Caernarfon
Castle, but is far less complete and gets lost in the modern town. By contrast, Conwy's
well-preserved wall helps the town maintain a medieval character lost by other Welsh
castle-towns over the years. Construction of Conwy began in 1283. The castle was an
important part of King Edward I's plan of surrounding Wales in "an iron ring of castles" to
subdue the rebellious population. The highly defensible wall Edward built around the town
was intended to protect the English colony planted at Conwy. The native Welsh population
were violently opposed to English occupation of their homeland.

Today, Conwy is approached from the east via the A55 through North Wales. Approaching
Conwy, the castle seems to suddenly rise out of the hills. The majestic old suspension
bridge connecting the castle with the main peninsula, depicted in many representations of
the castle over the years, still guards the main approach to the castle.

How to get there (27 miles and 40 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go through Caerwys and turn west (signposted Conwy) at junction 31 of the A55.



33. Beaumaris Castle

www.castlewales.com/beaumar.html  Tel: 01248 810 361 Postcode: LL85 8AP

Beaumaris, begun in 1295, was the last and largest of the castles to be built by King
Edward I in Wales. Raised on an entirely new site, without earlier buildings to fetter its
designer's creative genius, it is possibly the most sophisticated example of medieval military
architecture in Britain.

This is undoubtedly the ultimate "concentric" castle, built with an almost geometric
symmetry. Conceived as an integral whole, a high inner ring of defences is surrounded by
a lower outer circuit of walls, combining an almost unprecedented level of strength and
firepower. Before the age of cannon, the attacker would surely have been faced with an
impregnable fortress. Yet, ironically, the work of construction was never fully completed,
and the castle saw little action apart from the Civil War in the 17th century.

How to get there (50 miles and an hour and 5 minute s from Gwenoldy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and drive west past Conwy and Bagor,
following signs to Anglesey. After crossing the Menai Straits, take the A5025 to Beaumatris.



34. Caernarfon Castle

www.caernarfon.com Tel: 01286 677617 Postco de: LL55 2AY

Mighty Caernarfon is possibly the most famous of Wales's castles. Its sheer scale and
commanding presence easily set it apart from the rest, and to this day, still trumpet in no
uncertain terms the intention of its builder Edward I. Begun in 1283 as the definitive chapter
in his conquest of Wales, Caernarfon was constructed not only as a military stronghold but
also as a seat of government and royal palace.

History comes alive at Caernarfon in so many ways - along the lofty wall walks, beneath the
twin-towered gatehouse and within imaginative exhibitions located within the towers. The
castle also houses the Regimental Museum of the Royal Welch Fusiliers, Wales's oldest
regiment. Caernarfon's position of pre-eminence in historic rankings is recognized in its
status as a World Heritage inscribed site.

How to get there (57 miles and an hour and 15 minut  es from Gwenoldy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and travel west past Conwy and Bangor.
Turn onto the A487 to Caernarfon.



35. Denbigh Castle

www.denbigh.com/castle.html  Tel: 01443 336000 Postcode: LL16 3NB

The striking ruins of Denbigh Castle, crowning a steep hill above the town, enjoy
commanding views of the pastoral Vale of Clwyd and the round-backed hills of the
Clwydian range.

The castle's finest feature is its striking triple-towered Great Gatehouse bearing the
unmistakable stamp of Master James of St George, the architectural genius responsible for
all of Edward's major North Wales castles.

Also of great interest are the town walls, almost two-thirds of a mile long. The eastern
section, defended by the Countess Tower and Goblin Tower, is particularly fine.

How to get there (8 miles and 15 minutes from Gweno  Idy):

Go down the hill and turn left on the A541 towards Denbigh. Follow signs to the town
centre, then to the Castle.



36. Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways

www.festrail.co.uk Tel: 01766 516000

The Ffestiniog Railway is the oldest railway company in the World still running trains, being
founded by Act of Parliament in 1832. The railway was built as a gravity and horse drawn
line to transport slate from the quarries in the mountains around Blaenau Ffestiniog. As the
slate industry flourished, so did the railway and the town of Porthmadog. Slates from
Blaenau Ffestiniog were exported all over the globe - many in ships built in Porthmadog.

The Welsh Highland Railway is North Wales' newest - and the UK's longest - heritage
railway and is now open throughout from Caernarfon to the Ffestiniog Railway's Harbour
Station in Porthmadog. The two lines offer visitors a journey across Snowdonia more than
40 miles in length.

Welsh Highland trains cross the width of the Snowdonia National Park, past the foot of
Snowdon and the beautiful village of Beddgelert, before travelling the length of the
Aberglaslyn Pass - voted the most beautiful spot in the UK by members of the National
Trust. Trains also call at Pont Croesor, alongside the RSPB's Glaslyn Osprey Centre and
Nantmor, which allows walkers the option of walking through the Aberglaslyn pass in either
direction and returning by train.

How to get there (49 miles and an hour and a quarte  r from Gwenoldy):

The station which links the two railways (whose extremities are at Caernarfon and Blaenau
Ffestiniog) is Porthmadog.

Turn west along the A55 in the direction of Conwy. Take the A470 south to Betws-y-Coed,
then the A5, B4407, B4391, A470 and A487 to Porthmadog (LL49 9DY).



37. Snowdon Mountain Railway
www.snowdonrailway.com Tel: 0844 493 8120 P ostcode: LL55 4TY

The railway takes you almost to the summit of Snowdon, the highest peak in Wales. The
views during the journey, and from the new visitor centre at the summit, can be awe-

inspiring.

How to get there (49 miles and an hour from Gwenold  vy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 on the A55 and travel west almost to Bangor. Take the
A5 briefly, then the A4244 and A4086 to Llanberis.



38. Great Orme Tramway

www.greatormetramway.co.uk Tel: 01492 879306 Postcode: LL30 2NB

This is Great Britain's only remaining cable operated street tramway and one of only three
surviving in the world. Operation of the tramway differs from the famous and unique San
Francisco system in that, like the Lisbon lines, it is a street funicular, where the cars are
permanently fixed to the cable and are stopped and started by stopping and starting the
cable.

The service takes you from close to the centre of Llandudno up onto the Great Orme above
the town.

How to get there (29 miles and 40 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and drive west towards Conwy. Take the
A470 into Llandudno.



39. Llangollen

www.llangollen-railway.co.uk Tel: 01978 860979 Postcode: LL20 8SN

Llangollen Railway is a mainly steam-hauled Heritage Railway Line starting at Llangollen
Station located beside the Dee River Bridge in Llangollen Town, and continuing for 7%
miles upstream, following the River Dee to the village of Carrog.

The Railway remains close to the waters of the river for most of its length, On the north
bank at Llangollen Station, the river is crossed on to the south bank via the Dee Bridge,
approximately one mile upstream from Llangollen.

How to get there (24 miles and 40 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go down the hill and turn left on the A541 towards Denbigh. Just after the village of Bodfari
turn left on the B5429 to take the road along the west side of the Clwydian Hills to Ruthin
(follow local signposts). Take the A525 and the A542 over the Horseshoe Pass to
Llangollen.



40. Talyllyn

www.talyllyn.co.uk  Tel: 01654 710472 Postco de: LL36 9EY

The Talyllyn Railway is a historic narrow-gauge steam railway, set in the beautiful Mid-
Wales countryside. Running from Tywyn to Abergynolwyn and Nant Gwernol, the line
passes the delightful Dolgoch Falls and there are excellent forest walks at Nant Gwernol.

Built on a gauge of 2 feet 3 inches, the Talyllyn Railway is one of a number of narrow-
gauge lines in north and mid Wales built in the 19th century to carry slate, in the Talyllyn's
case from the Bryn Eglwys quarries near Abergynolwyn. Opened in 1865, the line runs the
seven and a quarter miles from Tywyn (on the Cardigan Bay coast) to Nant Gwernol, from
where a series of horse-drawn tramways continued into the mountains. The slate traffic
ceased in 1946 following a serious rock fall in the quarry. The restored, volunteer-staffed
railway opened in 1951. The Reverend W Awdry, author of the Thomas the Tank Engine
books, was an early volunteer.

How to get there (67 miles and an hour and 40 minut  es from Gwenoldy):

This is quite a long but very spectacular drive, most of it through the Snowdonia National
Park. Turn left at the bottom of the hill and drive through Denbigh and Bala. Follow the
A494, B4416, A470, A487, B4405 and A493 to Tywyn on the west Wales coast.



41. Bodnant Gardens
www.bodnantgarden.co.uk  Tel: 01492 650460 P ostcode: LL28 5RE

Bodnant Garden is one of the most beautiful gardens in the UK, spanning some 80 acres
and is situated above the River Conwy on ground sloping towards the west and looking
across the valley towards the Snowdonia range.

The Garden has two parts. The upper garden around Bodnant Hall consists of the terraced
gardens and informal lawns shaded by trees. The lower portion, known as the "Dell" is
formed by the valley of the River Hiraethlyn and contains the Wild garden.

An endeavour has been made at Bodnant Garden to grow a wide range of interesting and
beautiful plants from all over the world, particularly China, North America, Europe and
Japan that are suited to the Welsh climate and soil. As well as this, care has been taken to
place the plants in such a way that they enhance each other and contribute to the general
beauty of the garden throughout the seasons.

The Garden will interest amateur and professional gardeners, artists, photographers and
families alike.

How to get there (28 miles and 35 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go down the hill and cross the A541 to go through Caerwys to the A55. Turn west and
travel almost to Conwy before turning south on the A470. Follow local signs to Bodnant
Gardens.



42. Plas Newydd Country House and Gardens

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-plasnewydd  Tel: 01248 715272  Postcode: LL61 6DQ

Plas Newydd, the ancestral home of the Marquess of Anglesey, bears witness to a
turbulent history: noble beginnings during Henry VIII's reign, triumphant success at
Waterloo, bankruptcy at the turn of the 20th century and the revival of the family fortunes in
the 1930s. The house is famous for its association with Rex Whistler, and contains his
exquisite romantic mural and the largest exhibition of his works. Located on the Menai
Straits, with glorious views across Snowdonia, you can stroll through an Australasian
arboretum, Italianate summer terrace or follow a woodland path leading to the marine walk
along the Straits.

How to get there (46 miles and an hour from Gwenold  y):

From junction 31 on the A55, drive west past Conwy and Bangor and cross the straits to
Anglesey. Follow the A5 briefly, then the A4080 to Plas Newydd.



43. Bodelwyddan Castle
www.bodelwyddan-castle.co.uk  Tel: 01745 584060 Postcode: LL18 5UY

Bodelwyddan Castle is situated in Denbighshire, North Wales. Set in 260 acres of
magnificent parkland, the Castle is a partner of the National Portrait Gallery and is open to
the public most days throughout the year.

As well as being a historic house and museum with a free audio tour available, the Castle
also boasts large areas of formal garden and natural woodland. A particular feature is the
area of practice trenches dating from the First World War. There is a children’s play area.

The Castle is run by an independent charitable trust with the aim of providing education and
public services.

How to get there (12 miles and 20 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go through Caewys to junction 31 of the A55 and turn left towards Conwy. You will see the
castle on your left opposite the ‘marble’ church by an exit from the A55.



44. Loggerheads

http://mww.denbighshire.gov.uk/en-gb/DNAP-76RH6T

Tel: 01352 810614 (weekdays), 01352 810586 (weekend s and holidays)

Postcode: CH7 5LH

www.caffiflorence.co.uk (excellent café/restaurant at Loggerheads)

Loggerheads Country Park is a popular visitor destination, attracting over 100,000 visitors

every year. The Countryside Centre gives visitors an insight into the history and life within
the Park and provides a wealth of information and an excellent learning opportunity.

Loggerheads Country Park is an established Rural Country Park set in a limestone valley in
the Clwydian Range Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It encompasses a mining and
tourism history. The Park is also managed for conservation, with SSSI (Site of Special
Scientific Interest) designation and rich and varied natural habitats.

The Discovery Trail gets visitors out & about in the park. They can see evidence of the
history for themselves, along with abundant wildlife. Visitors also get the chance to become
a Trail Detective and collect the secret symbols.

It offers woodland, riverside and cliff top experiences - a fantastic day out for all the family.

How to get there (9 miles and 15 minutes from Gweno  Idy):

Turn right towards Mold at the bottom of the hill. After 4 miles take the right turn signposted
to Cilcain. Keep straight on through the village to join the A494 (the Mold to Ruthin road)
near local signposts to Loggerheads Country Park.



45. Chirk Castle

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-chirkcastle  Tel : 01691 777701 Postcode: LL14 5AF

Completed in 1310, Chirk is the last Welsh castle from the reign of Edward I still lived in
today. Features from its 700 years include the medieval tower and dungeon, 17th-century
Long Gallery, grand 18th-century state apartments, servants' hall and historic laundry. The
award-winning gardens contain clipped yews, herbaceous borders, shrub and rock
gardens. A terrace with stunning views looks out over the Cheshire and Shropshire plains.
The parkland provides a habitat for rare invertebrates, wild flowers and contains many
mature trees and also some splendid wrought-iron gates, made in 1719 by the Davies
brothers.

How to get there (30 miles and 50 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go down the hill and turn left on the A541 towards Denbigh. Just after the village of Bodfari
turn left on the B5429 to take the road along the west side of the Clwydian Hills to Ruthin
(follow local signposts). Take the A525 and the A542 over the Horseshoe Pass to
Llangollen. Leave Llangollen on Hill Street (off the A5). At Pontfadog join the B4500 and
follow signs to Chirk Castle.



46. Erddig

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-erddig Tel: 01978 355314 Postcode: LL13 OYT

Described as 'the jewel in the crown of Welsh country houses', Erddig is a fascinating yet
unpretentious early 18th-century country house which reflects a gentry family's 250 years of
upstairs-downstairs life.

The extensive downstairs area contains Erddig’s unique collection of servants' portraits,
while the upstairs rooms are an amazing treasure trove of fine furniture, textiles and
wallpapers.

Outside, an impressive range of outbuildings includes stables, a smithy, a joiners' shop and
a sawmill. There is a superb 18" century formal garden and a landscaped park. The
estate offers walks, and bicycle and carriage rides.

How to get there (25 miles and 45 minutes from Gwen  oldy):

Go down the hill and turn right to take the A541 to Mold nad towards Wrexham. Take the
A483 towards Oswestry and follow local signs to Erddig.



47. Pontcysyllte Aqueduct
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontcysyllte  Aqueduct

Sited on the Llangollen canal, the Pontcysyllte aqueduct is one of only 3 World Heritage
Sites in Wales (there are 28 in the UK). A footpath runs alongside the canal over the
aqueduct.

Built by Thomas Telford and William Jessop, the aqueduct is 1,007 ft (307 m) long, 11 ft
(3.4 m) wide and 5.25 ft (1.60 m) deep. It consists of a cast iron trough supported 126 ft
(38 m) above the river on iron arched ribs carried on nineteen hollow masonry piers
(pillars). Each span is 53 ft (16 m) wide.

How to get there (28 miles and 55 minutes by car fr  om Gwenoldy):

Go down the hill and turn left on the A541 towards Denbigh. Just after the village of Bodfari
turn left on the B5429 to take the road along the west side of the Clwydian Hills to Ruthin
(follow local signposts). Take the A525 and the A542 over the Horseshoe Pass to
Llangollen. Drive east to the village of Trevor on the A539.



48. Gladstone’s Library (formerly St Deiniol's Lib  rary)
http://www.st-deiniols.com Tel: 01244 532350 Postcode: CH5 3DF

Gladstone's Library is one of a kind - a residential library and meeting place dedicated to
dialogue, debate and learning for open-minded individuals and groups who are looking to
explore pressing questions and to pursue study and research in an age of distraction and
easy solutions.

Access to the collection is free of charge but anyone wishing to use the Library on a non-
residential basis should complete an application form and provide two forms of ID, one with
a recent photograph and one (dated within the last three months) showing proof of address.
This allows use of the collection for reference purposes only. The Reading Rooms are open
to non-residents from Monday-Saturday inclusive from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm.

The Coffee Shop, Food for Thought, has recently been refurbished and can now seat up
to sixty people.

It is open as follows: Monday to Friday: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm; Saturday and Sunday: 10.00
am to 2.00pm. Lunch is served daily from 12 noon to 2.00 pm.

How to get there (20 miles and half an hour by car ~ from Gwenoldy):

Go through Caeerwys to the A55 and drive east towards Chester. Take the slip road left to
stay on the A55 when the road ahead becomes the A494. Take the A550 left to Hawarden
and follow local signs.



49. Valle Crucis Abbey

http://www.llangollen.com/valle.html  Tel: 01978 860326 Postcode: LL20 8DD

The evocative ruins of Valle Crucis lie in green fields beneath Llangollen's steep sided
mountains. In medieval times, this was a remote spot (ideal for austere Cistercian monks,
who deliberately sought out wild and lonely places). Their Abbey, founded in the 13th
century and added to a century later, has fared better than many of its contemporaries
against the ravages of time, history and neglect.

Many original features remain, including the glorious west front complete with an elaborate,
richly carved doorway, beautiful rose window and 14th century inscription ‘Abbot Adams
carried out this work; may he rest in peace. Amen'.

Other well preserved features include the east end of the Abbey (which overlooks the
monks' original fishpond) and lovely Chapter House with its striking rib-vaulted roof. But
Valle Crucis is not just a lesson in medieval ecclesiastical architecture.

A visit to this fascinating site evokes the lives of the Cistercian monks - successful sheep
farmers and enthusiastic supporters of Welsh culture as well as devout men of religion.

Valle Crucis, the 'Valley of the Cross', is named after Eliseg's Pillar, a 9th century Christian
memorial cross which stands nearby.

How to get there (28 miles and 40 minutes by car fr  om Gwenoldy):

Go down the hill and turn left on the A541 towards Denbigh. Just after the village of Bodfari
turn left on the B5429 to take the road along the west side of the Clwydian Hills to Ruthin
(follow local signposts). Take the A525 and the A542 over the Horseshoe Pass towards
Llangollen.



50. Sir Henry Jones Museum

www.sirhenryjones-museums.org  Tel: 01745 860630 Postcode: LL22 8PR

Situated in the beautiful village of Llangernyw, also famous for the huge, ancient yew tree in
St Dilgain’s Churchyard, this small museum is the house where Henry Jones grew up. Like
most other children in the late 19th century, Henry Jones left school at 12 and went to work.
But unlike others, Henry was encouraged to study. Working with his father, the village
shoemaker, during the day and ‘working at my books ... throughout the small hours and till
morning came’, he won a scholarship to train as a teacher. Continuing his studies, he
eventually became Professor of Moral Philosophy at Glasgow University.

How to get there (28 miles and 55 minutes by car fr  om Gwenoldy):

Drive through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and turn left towards Conwy. At
Bodelwyddan, turn left up the hill and then right to take the B5381. Turn left onto the A548
to Llangernyw.



51. Horse Riding at Bridlewood
www.bridlewood.co.uk Tel: 01745 888922 Post code: CH8 9JN

Bridlewood has a carefully selected range of well cared-for ponies and horses to provide
the size, type and temperament of mount to suit any rider, from complete novices to
experienced riders. Whatever your ability, there is a horse or pony that you will enjoy riding
safely. All instructors are B.H.S qualified and all rides are accompanied by experienced
leaders to help you enjoy the full pleasures of safely riding good horses in beautiful
surroundings. Riding hats are provided and conform to British Standards requirements.

Please telephone to make arrangements to view or ride.

How to get there (10 miles and 20 minutes by car fr om Gwenoldy):

Go straight across the A55 at junction 31 north of Caerwys and take the left turn at the
roundabout towards Prestatyn (A5151). Follow local signs to the right to Llanasa. Follow
local signs to Gwespyr and Talacre, then turn left at A548 and follow signs to Bridlewood.



52. Fishing
From www.discoverflintshire.co.uk:

Forest Hill Trout Farm and Fishery  Downing Road, Whitford, Nr Holywell

Tel: 01745 561141 Postcode: CH8 9FQ

In a wooded valley in the lush Flintshire countryside you will find four lakes stocked with brown and rainbow
trout. Whether you're a fly fisherman or a bait angler, these free rising and hard fighting trout will delight you.

How to get there (7 miles and 13 minutes by car fro  m Gwenoldy):
Go through Caerwys and cross the A55 at junction 31. Go straight on at the next roundabout and follow local
signs to Whitford and Downing.

Seven Springs Trout Farm and Fishery = Caerwys, Nr Holywell

Tel: 01352 720511 Postcode: CH7 5BZ

Five spring-fed pools stocked with brown and rainbow trout up to 4lbs, reared on site at the fishery's own
hatchery. All lakes are well stocked regularly and the hard-fighting fish offer anglers the prospect of excellent
sport.

How to get there (2 miles and 5 minutes by car from Gwenoldy):
Go up the hill to Caerwys and turn right as the road curves to the left. Turn right at the ‘Hillman Imp’ garage,
and follow the road to your destination.

Sarn Mill Fisheries Denbigh Road, Nannerch, Nr Mold

Tel: 01352 720854 Postcode:CH7 5RH

Whether you are a trout angler or coarse fisherman, beginner or experienced, this is a fishery well worth
visiting if you want good sport in a relaxing atmosphere amid beautiful surroundings.

How to get there (2.5 miles and 5 minutes by car fr  om Gwenoldy):
Go down the hill and turn right on the A541 towards Mold. Follow local sign to the right to the Fisheries.

Glasdir Fisheries Glasdir View, Y Nant, Pentre Halkyn

Tel: 01352 781303 Postcode: CH8 8BD

Made up of three lakes stocked with carp up to 23lbs, roach, bream, tench and golden rudd, with something
for every angler.

How to get there (7.5 miles and 15 minutes by carf  rom Gwenoldy):
Go down the hill and take the A541 towards Mold. Turn left on the B5121 to Pentre Halkyn and follow local
signs to the Fisheries.

Tree Tops Fishery Llanfynydd, Nr Mold

Tel: 01352 770648 Postcode: LL11 5HR

Located in the Llanfynydd valley with views down the valley and over Hope Mountain, making it one of the
most scenic and varied fisheries in North East Wales.

How to get there (27 miles and half an hour by car  from Gwenoldy):
Go down the hill and take the A541 through Mold. In Pontblyddyn take the A5104 to Treuddyn and turn left
on the B5101 towards Llanfynydd. Just before the village follow local sign to the right to the Fishery.



53. Golf
From www.discoverflintshire.co.uk:

Nine of Clubs Golf Course Caerwys, CH7 5AQ

Telephone: 01352 721222

9 holes

How to get there (1.7 miles and 5 minutes by car fr  om Gwenoldy):

Go up the hill to Caerwys, follow the road round the left bend at the top, and go straight ahead when
the road bends to the right through the village. Follow the road round past the church to the golf
course.

Holywell Golf Club Brynford, Holywell, CH8 8LQ

Telephone: 01352 713937

18 holes, 6,091 yards, par 70.

How to get there (6 miles and 12 minutes by car fro m Gwenoldy):

Go down the hill and take the A541 towards Mold. After 2.5 miles take the B5121 through Lixwm
and Brynford to the course.

Pennant Park Golf Club Whitford, Nr Holywell, CH8 9EP

Telephone: 01745 563000

18 holes

How to get there (7.5 miles and 14 minutes by car f  rom Gwenoldy):

Go through Caerwys to junction 31 of the A55 and go straight ahead. Go straight ahead again at
the next roundabout, then turn quickly right to go through Whitford and Downing to the course.

Mold Golf Club Cilcain Road, Pantymwyn, Mold, CH7 5EH

Telephone: 01352 741513

18 holes

How to get there (8 miles and 12 minutes by car fro m Gwenoldy):

Go down the hill and take the A541 towards Mold. After 4 miles tunr right towards Cilcain. Turn left
to go through Pantymwyn to the course.

Padeswood and Buckley Golf Club  Station Lane, Padeswood, Nr Mold, CH7 4JD
Telephone: 01352 550537

18 holes, 6042 yards, par 70.

How to get there (26 miles and 40 minutes by car f  rom Gwenoldy):

Go through Caerwys to the A55 at junction 31 and drive towards Chester. When the road ahead
becomes the A494, turn left to stay on the A55. Turn right at the roundabout to take the A550, then
right to take the A5118 to Padeswood.



54. Tree Top Adventure Snowdonia
www.ttadventure.co.uk  Tel: 01690 710914 Po stcode: LL24 OHA

This is a high ropes centre which offers many thrilling activities from a rope course to gorge
walking, from wet to dry activities. There is a big Welsh welcome for individuals and families
and a special rope course for young children.

How to get there (40 miles and 55 minutes by car fr  om Gwenoldy):

Go through Caerwys to the A55 and turn left towards Conwy. Near Llandudno turn left on
the A470 and go through Llanrwst until close to Betws-y-Coed.



55. Mountain Biking

Please ring in advance if you wish to hire a bike.

Coed Llandegla Forest (OnePlanet Adventure)
www. oneplanetadventure.com Tel: 01978 751656 Postcode: LL11 3AA

You can hire bikes for all the family and enjoy a range of trails to suit every ability and
fitness level.

How to get there (22 miles and 35 minutes by car fr  om Gwenoldy):

Turn right at the bottom of the hill and follow the A541 through Mold towards Wrexham. At
Pontblyddyn take the A5104 towards Llandegla, then the A525 Wrexham road to arrive at
your destination.

Beddgelert Bikes
www.beddgelertbikes.co.uk  Tel: 01766 890434 Postcode: LL55 4YE

Enjoy cycling in the Beddgelert Forest with views of the mountains of Snowdonia

How to get there (59 miles and an hour and a half by car from Gwenoldy):

Travel west along the A55 in the direction of Conwy. Take the A470 south to Betws-y-
Coed, then the A5, A4086 and A498 towards Porthmadog and Caernarfon to reach the
village of Beddgelert. The drive offers stunning scenery.



